ery we cn 


moh s 3 ca. & . we. PAMPHLET COL. 
JANCIES 1 EK, N. H. iw 


Discarded 


CITY LIGRARY 


4ST N. H. 
mancuetss ™"" Selectmen’s Report. 





The amount of funds chargeable to the Treasurer for the year 
ending February 28, 1863, is: 


To balance in the treasury February 27, 1862,..... 1,088 65 
\ principal of surplus revenue fund, ............ 3,348 00 
principal of fiterary fund, ee. a jv. 81448 


resident list of state, county, town and school tax, 2,998 02 
non-resident list of state, county, town and school 


i 8 Rey Aa RTE a DADS Pie an aa i 348 13 
resident list of highway tax, ............4..- 1,753 58 
non-resident list of highway tax, ............. 203 73 
Talon tam TOM) BALE, o.oo. ses ce bbe ws 334 79 
received of county for support of paupers, .... 640 56 
received of Edward Parker, ................ 300 00 
received from state for literary fund,.......... 141 48 
interest, due,on literary fund, ................ 48 03 
interest on surplus revenue, 6... 197 63 
received of the towns of Litchfield and Auburn,. 3 00 

———— 12,220 08 . 


The amount of expénditures for. the year ending February 28, 
1863, is: 
By paid outstanding orders for the year 1861, and 


POP Matmnger cs Scare Mire ML anat MRD T ad 296 47 
OTE ote BOR SAE RS PR NE aa 1,293 98 
Baa CCHEIND YEE Nah i5ra.s eat wie ee ake sc sll e wie oi 1,206 30 
highways and byidges, ..............005. bd 29 56 
resident highway tax in labor of 1861, ....... 231 00 
non-resident highway tax in labor of 1861-2, .. 46 56 
' MER TURISMO neater ss ee there d ts os a9 444 63 
HE 1S CR 6 Oo ley Ay A 80 25 
RTVGOP ORIN Ue SU chal, a CME Ie wi alaiw vlene'd Ge cede am 221: 32 
Lar Ma eae La asige ed acd lk dlediatam oe 58 68 
perambulation of town lines, ................ 29 00 
TTI DOD, ht ae s BEL ORT Ue 299 32 
services in relation to militia and volunteers, ... 28 23 
services paying families of volunteers,......... 25 00 
miscellaneous EXPENSES, le sce eile ews 81 67 
DOME ADODES, ae sie ik ag hie a ee Os EMS wielb'g 716 37 
5,088 34 
Outstanding orders for 1862-3, ................. 493 62 
. . —— 4,594 72 
Principal of the surplus revenue,................ 3,348 00 
Principal of the literary fund, :.. 2.230220. l a. ew. 814 48 


Balance of resident and highway tax, 1862, ...... 1,753 58 





LS 
lL$G@S ‘ 
2 | rs 
Balance of accounts i a. Syn ere eta es Salen’ 1,709 30 
—— 17,625 36 
$12,220 08 
DISBURSEMENTS 
SCHOOLS. 
Paid school district; No.1, ° ate oie 2 oe 148 91 
a“ De wMWat, Wine + Wee ot cea ees 183 62 
«“ “ By ees Rese ae eee 87 22 
* t AGO AGN e's Otew te eee atte wens 119 67 
st ¢ a RAT Men tA me 119 48 
* “ sk (a eee Sah 8 AE 66 63 
- as PG a pe eee he gk 154 97 
“ 4 pS Weg Situs wie Piha Gone me 179 19 
i me eee EE Ste ates Wists Whee 101 41 
a He LOVES eee Nye in Nw ee meee 29 61 
‘ “ D1, eis SP eR Bey Oe INO 73 27 


STATE and COUNTY TAX. 


PaidieintePeOsUren ny eet accuse cuales ot ln aee. et sap sasele 394 40 
COUNTY) (eASUPER,Y 24 oo hie be Wetiaw ycgmis em cieEhaee 


HIGHWAYS and BRIDGES. 


Paid Cyrus Sanborn, plank and labor, ............ * 3 75 
Foster. T. Bailey, plank and stringers, arab ey did 18 95 
Peter Js Horne, plankiie es ess ayn igs te os 6 86 

——— 29 56 

HIGHWAYS. 

Paid M. Henry Holmes, resident highway lists, 1861, 231 00 
NON-RESIDENT HIGHWAY. 

Paid Mi; Mepry Holmes, Ebb, oe i stn ae eae a 17 79 
J AIDC a LAtIS SE BOA, “oe wives «stole ie eueeaiels 28 77 


WINTER ROADS. 
Paid M. Henry Holmes, snow bills for winter of 1860-1, 74 73 


. 1 80 
James M. Platts, 1861-2, 0. cicr ses rete tee e's 321 62 
“ CEEOL AMR ove wees 17 00 
Benning Noyes, -labor, 1861-2, .............- 3 30 
Daniel'G. Coburn, 1861-2, 0. ss ere tute ee 16430 
Samuel Crowell, jr., 1861-2, ....5.2e000 e000. 9 83 
_ ———— A444 63 
ABATEMENTS. 
Paid M. Henry Holmes, abatements, non-residents, 

Riphl Sou ete Sa sc kpte ss eo ea ee 9 66 
IO heE Fae ae YS WI ct aie’ state hips ‘x ead Keats aie 3 53 
school-house tax, INOS Seger). key onl eee 9 68 


a 2, Rin a's sia e's 8s Sees 112 


Paid John Shipley, Parish note, 
William Anderson, Pinkerton fund note, 


Paid Calvin Boyd, moderator, 


residents for 1860, .......... 
“ LEGEP uv. 08 

town farm tax of 1862, ..... 

Daniel T. Shipley, tax of 1862; 

Martha Young, a 

Joseph T. Goss, * 4 

INTEREST. 


John Shipley, Parish notes,. .. 


James Mi Platts, * * 


«money for county tax, 
treasurer on revenue fund notes, 


er eer ee weer reese 


eter eeoerer eee eeese 


“cere meer eeeeee 


or er eee eer eeee 


eee er eee eee eere 


os eee eer eee eevee 


eeeeee 


ereerer es eerereve 


S. C. Barker, outstanding orders, 


oon eoer ere eevee e@ 


M. H. Holmes, interest on M. Dickey note, .... 


LAWSUITS. 


Paid Geo. Y. Sawyer, Parker case, 


B. F. Emerson, be 


oeoeceeeeeee eres oe « 


e6 ©. 616 ¢ © 0 @.6 6 he os 


John N. Anderson, time and expenses, Melvin 


and Parker cases, ..... 
Cyrus Sanborn, Parker case, . 


Jobn Dickey, Parker and Melvin cases, 
David R. Leach, expenses on Melvin case, 


eereeee ere ere ere ee 


PERAMBULATION of TOWN LINES. 


Paid William Anderson, surveying, 


Cyrus Sanborn, 
John Dickey, 


ocr eee eee eee 


wie ae ebro Cf ¢ US te ¢ © 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


one ee 


John M. Noyes, selectman, 
Jharles Adams, selectman, ... 
John N. Anderson, selectman, 
John Dickey, selectman, 
John Dickey, select clerk, 
Cyrus Sanborn, selectman, 
Andrew W. Mack, town clerk, 
George Hurd, treasurer, 
John Dickey, 8. S. committee, 
James M. Platts, collector, 
M. F. Dodge, auditor, 
David R. Leach, auditor, 
Calvin Boyd, auditor, 


oe 


c2eee 


“ee ee 


oer eo eee eee eee eee 


ee ee eee ere eee ed & 


oe ee eer ereee rere 


Ce 


oe eee eee eee eens 


ort eee ee eer ee eee 


ove e eer ee eevee ee 


a) 0 16 a) .@ 8 6 & €.6 16518 6) 0. 0 


oot eee oe ewe eae 


eee eee ere ere eevee 


Cs ecw ee FCB H Cle OFS oe 


ose eee eee eer ewee 
‘ 


ovreerer eee eee eee eevee eee 


MILITIA and VOLUNTEERS, 


Paid John N. Anderson, services and expenses in rela- 


80 25 


221 32 


58 68 


29 00 


299 32 


to Voluntecrs,...--esececceeceennens Jie 9 88 
Cyrus Sanborn, services in relation to volunteers 
andienrollments, 2 fe. on ecnae nee bbide Ua 12 35 
John Dickey, time and expenses relating to vol- 
TRTECTS, 39's) oi iaisie Wy ole'e he's joc care willie win tia 6 00 


FAMILIES of VOL UN TEERS. 


Paid John Dickey for procuring money and paying 
families of volunteers, and making return, . 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid Eastman & Cross, counsel; -...........c00505. 2 00 
Morrison, Stanley & Clark, counsel, ....... ys 1 00 
WHY Risk, blank books! &6. Seo ee es, 7 98 
Gage & Farnsworth, printing reports,......... 25 00 

M. H. Holmes, insurance on almshouse, ........ 3 93 
John Shipley, care of hearse house, .......... 1 25 
Gage & Farnsworth; printing,. 3. sc%s's. 2 «aie oie 1 75 
for revenue stamps and postage, .............. 3 42 
Robert C. Mack, care of town-house for 2 years, 

WOOd SNG-TENAITS, 1)... wee stencie enue eee 3 00 
Cyrus Sanborn, for services in relation to families 

of volunteers, wise ol alia eae lotr eC 212 
Cyrus Sanborn, services in relation to paupers,. . 5 75 
John N. Anderson, procuring affidavits, ....... 2 50 
John N. Anderson, procuring evidence in pauper 

cases, and procuring county money,...... 18 97 
Henry Nutter, funeral of Benson child, ....... 2 00 


—— §&1 67 





JOHN DICKEY, 
CYRUS SANBORN, 


JOHN N. EY t Selectmen 


of 
Londonderry. 





Report of Overseers.of the Poor. 
TOWN FARM and PAUPERS. 
Paid salany of superintendent, .. 2... 0... cee owe 150 00 
James Emerson, balance on oxen, ...........4. 52 00 
Webrren: Richardson, supplies,............040 20 00 
222 00 
PAUPERS not at Almshouse. 
Paid city of Manchester, family of W. E. Robinson,.. 17 81 
New Hampshire asylum for the insane, for sup- 
port of -Mary: R.: Parker, ssi ce eee cece. 118 92 
town of Hollis, Connery children, ............ 27-21 
Mary J. Goodwin, for Amos Goodwin, ........ 36 00 
J. Rockwood; for Mrs: Golby,:::secce05.0001 4 40 
John Haynes, medical service to John Boyce, .. 15 25 
J..M. Platts, for J. Bright,-: 22: c4.c¢sbees. 5 00 
————._ 224 59 
@ COUNTY PAUPERS not at the Almshouse. 
Paid Charles E. Young, house rent to Mary Gill,.... 11 00 
Jae. Soupg, wood to Mrs. Gully. oo, ele ce 2 00 
J. M. Usher, supplies to Mrs. Gill, ........... 45 00 
AuP.«Hardy; wood to Mrs. Gill, ..... 0.0... 0, 3 00 
William Anderson, wood to Mrs. Gill, ........ 7 21 
Cyrus Sanborn, wood to Mrs. Gill, ........... 4 68 
William Anderson, wood to S. Bancroft, ...... 18 50 
J. M. Usher, supplies to 8. Bancroft, ......... 48 30 
J. F. Young, wood to 8. Bancroft, ......... is 7 50 
J. M. Usher, supplies to J. C. Benson, ........ 15 00 
J. Rockwood, coffin, &c., for Mrs. Benson, ..... 5 95 
Moses Davis, coffin for Benson child, .......... ZNriy 


J.S. Clark, board and nursing Benson child,... 28 00 


D. O. Smith, medical attendance Benson child,.. 2 
J. L. Whittemore, supplies for Ginger Harvey, . 3 
Benning Noyes, board of W. Boyce, 1861,..... 1 
John Haynes, medical attendance Lewis Lee, ... 


5 00 
214 
3 00 
75 
—— 269 78 


The undersigned, Auditors of the town of Londonderry for the year 
ending February 28, 1863, have examined the accounts of the Selectmen, 


and find the same methodically kept, correctly cast, and pro 


DAVID R. LEACH, 
MALACHL F. DODGE, Jr., 
CALVIN BOYD, 


Londonderry, February 28, 1863. 


perly vouched. 


Auditors. 


- Almshouse Report. 





INVOICE of Stock and Produce, February 27, 1863. 


128 LOTS I Aa estate. ohe'y he’ »' shel em tstate peer ale 150 00 

auras pawl, Eo Ba MR Raion ls ey 7 50 

PEP ea eddie Talitha RR el alld yah yc 27 00 

SLEW ORC COLE OUCED, | ..... .c,2.6.0. ele ashen ee a 7 00 

De YORG OL VO RCH Reels 4)2. 5 - sa. ou ait RRR telat OR 115 00 

4. (COWRS OR ic meena 63. 210. TE. Sic wnt Sebue oeembamels 75 00 

4. SHOATS) .F Arcaee WR vectohe tt cinide date apart edits arene 30 00 

65 cbushele hora Tires... ss oewatinatloued weameheten 65 00 

1. SHOMSG NUR ete sy Sosa 'c. «cine « > cible it Mine BARN ty eae 00 00 

AD DUBBOIRIO RTE cigs Sas 3, «1c btibiek Mole nen 23 00 

60) ibguidried apples -. s .. .. sw amchlee bist emt 4 20 

TiGbOG Es DEMIS, GOAT Ui. ely Wii moi gun ied teehee lee oa cheat” 

fs PCAST elie « cms s > o5a'n's oO ROU auth a 1 00 

ve BOMIGA Cr yt. ck «sly & creo Cee eee eRR 2 00 

LOO” bushele potatoes, ous cts: Jai... wie) ieee wee 37 50 
TIE OENMRLONIS Se Cre ahh .«: 5° cteia s ciekedelin © Riera mes Gh) e 

HTTPS reas Sees eines wi ap pee eee 50 

- POET NOM HE POH? Lush RS ay Sn pate 2 00 

s BaUareret. mee ct pe. sacs Seeks Rea 1 50 

is Gy Ope aeknl val ght 2 Sed RR AI oo Sh 12 00 

ah CYATINAITIOS, leek a tele se ees ee 75 

14 | DOPROe ete ne ne Se ec ee! he: aan ere 24 50 

20) (AOU OATS hace Sek. Cea eee at cick, + ee 312 

80) s bapa nue Meee ats ghee Ore otk) Geer 8 00 

240) SOc | aie Samauiees Cicer aan Sten oem eens He 25 00 

bes ie ves Regain Mere (SU eg he a MM teat 8s Oo 8 00 

30° A“ Rocendles iy <> 4c treme te. ae eae, Ch A 00 

1 Sabo) RANA 25) TO Cn A DE Rh 84 

TDODSCCOs *Lattumttcrs ettabes Sis 4 ek co's 2 one 2 20 

1” bo aour) .. 4 ee ee ree. Cemeeen 9 00 

hea) 35s tis OR enone. eRe she's ate eee 2 00 

BO batbutter,: + 3... SRM a tees theres oma 8 00 

BH.) Mand, . tic (geet ce ee ate tes ica ene 4 37 

TST TS. PAS se iene in orm ole Sele pote rs 115 

hte SAO RN) 6” AMR MR TS or 118 

“ qopmiees, yoLcicl. AG emits ols ee fare hie siavate 1 00 

hi ombinlanges; iii Xen eo eheee dts ital we Wah. oats 80 

Dirbhlsawinegan ss. Jus sl Ween alels vi. <a hodddatete 15 00 


Dr. ALMSHOUSE in account with the Town. 


To invoice of February 27, 1862, . 2... ..4 .eeceds 684 31 
paid superintendent’s salary, ............e.0.-. 150 00 


v4 


“ J. Emerson, balance on oxen, ............. 52 00 
>, W,.cichardson, for; eqodss 2.04 .Galvis.dpysadie 20 00 
———. 906 31 
Cr. 
By invoice of February 27, 1863, ................ 737 61 
received of county, paupers at almshouse, ....... 449 73 
POR POLY CILCH 2 ie sel ale’, ola traat atmo ote? sta) <a ait 2 50 
DPOB OL WOU, os estate AVis, a delehes Aas oly as 5 00 
——- 1,194 84 
906 31 
Balance in favor of farm,:: .../3.%)..4..4.s/ees. 288 53 


JOHN DICKEY, of 


JOHN N. ANDERSON, ) Overseers 
CYRUS SANBORN, Poor. 


Dr. TOWN OF LONDONDERRY. 
To West Parish note, interest paid to Sept. 1, 1862,. 140 00 





West Parish note, dated Ang. 16, 1862, ........ 50 44 

outstanding orders for 1862-3, ................ 493 62 

outstanding orders for 1861, and before, ........ 1,539 04 
7 —— 2,223.10 

Cr. 
By balance in treasury February 28, 1863, ........ 1,709 30 
Balance avainst town, (2. 0Y ee 5, he 513 80 
town-house and Auburn road notes, ............ 1,619 83 
‘Amount OF debto% Breese A) bay, Tee, 2,133 63 
DEBT accumulated from Bounties paid Volunteers. 

Note to Jonathan Savory, dated Aug, 27, 1862, ..... 350 00 

John Campbell, dated Aug. 30, e627 ae 300 00 

if Derry Bank, dated Sept. 8, ASP PO ee 1,500 00 

of John Haynes, dated Oct. 18, Lees. 3 ome de 250 00 

és Samuel Woodbury, 2d, dated Sept. 8 , 1862, . 250 00 

te A.S. Vickery, dated Sept. 8, 1862, ........ 300 00 

2 Benj. S. Woods, dated Sept. 8, 1862,....... 300 00 

6 James McMurphy, dated Oct. 1, 1862,...... 500 00 

" Pinkerton Academy, dated Oct. 16, 1862,... 1,600 00 

te Jonathan Dana, dated Oct. 16, 1862,....... 200 00 

a“ James G. Morrison, dated Oct. 18, 1862,.... 200 00 

& Nathan Plumer, dated Oct. 25, 1862,....... 50 00 

4“ Olive Plumer, dated Oct. 25, 1825, ........ 150 00 

“ Almira J. Anderson, dated Oct. 29, 1862,... 300 00 

6“ Wiley P. Alexander, Oct. 18, 1862, ........ 230 00 


“ W. Franklin Holmes, dated Oct. 18, 1862, .. 210 00 


8 


ss John H. Sanborn, dated Oct. 18, 1862, ..... 250 00 
‘ Frances Holmes, dated Nov. 29, 1862, ..... 60 00 
——-— 7,000 00 


JOHN DICKEY. 


JOHN N. ANDERSON, ) — Selectmen 
CYRUS SANBORN, 


0 
Londonderry. 





SCHOOL REHEPORT. 
The following is the Report of the Superintending School Commit- 
tee for the year ending March, 1863 : — 


District No. 1, 

Both the Summer and Winter schools were taught by Mrs. Martha 
D. Lear. It requires experience and patience with a willingness to 
work incessantly, to keep this school with success, of which requisites 
Mrs. L. seems fortunate enough to be the possessor. Each term was 
strikingly marked with the good feeling existing between teacher and 
scholars, whch had a most beneficial influence upon the school. It 
would be hard to find a teacher more devoted to the interests of her 
scholars or more successful in securing their affections. Her method 
of government is mild, hardly sufficient, perhaps, to curb unruly boys, 
a very few of which it is said in the Winter term made the school more 
uncomfortable for the teacher, and far less profitable to themselves than 
it otherwise might have been. What folly! 

At each examination a large number of classes were héard with much 
satisfaction by the committee and the large number of citizens who 
logked in upon the school the last day. The right kind and about the 
right amount of attention was paid to Spelling, which is so often neg- 
lected that the fact deserves notice. ‘The classesin English Grammar, 
one or two in Geography and the class in the First Reader, might be 
specified as deserving commendation for their improvement. 

Mary A. Gill, Selwin 8. Conant and John A. Ela in the Summer, 
and John Hardy in the Winter and Hattie E. Hardy and Ida E. Pea- 
body in both terms, were neither absent nor tardy. 


District No, 2. 

Summer, Miss Lucinda J. Gregg, teacher. Few persons combine in 
themselves so many of the elements of a good teacher as Miss Gregg. 
Accomplished and courteous in her manners, thorough and ready in 
every branch required to be taught, and seeking every opportunity to 
encourage and assist her pupils... Aided by an intelligent and appreci- 
ative class of scholars, the results of her efforts were decidedly gratify- 
' ing. The number of exercises at the close of the school so promptly 
attended to and carried out by the teacher and scholars, afforded a 
luxury to all present. Writing, so often laid aside, was taken up here 
and made an exercise. Persis T. Anderson, Mary J. Anderson, Henri- 
etta S. Peabody, Martha Jane Boyd, Charles McAllister and George 
Isaac McAllister were neither absent nor tardy. 





> 
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The Winter school was taught by Mr. Joseph R. Clark. With the 
excellent arrangements furnished by this district in and about the 
schoolhouse, and the same energetic scholars of the Summer previous, 
the teacher had especial encouragement to Work, which he did in a 
manner that was sure to bring the best results. The examination some 
two or three weeks before the close of the school, which is now in 
session, reflected much credit upon all concerned. Mr. Clark is de- 
cidedly practical in his teaching, omitting no opportunity to explain 
clearly the principles as they are gone over and proceeding no faster 
than those principles are definitely understood. He uses blackboards 
as though they were intended for something; also Outline Maps— 
when he has them. Let the citizens remember that a few dollars ex- 
pended on Mural Maps would be more than made up to them at the 
first examination with a skilful teacher; besides they would be an 
ornament to their beautiful schoolroom. Just try it next summer. 
Martha Jane Boyd was not absent nor tardy. 


District No. 8, 

Summer, Miss Elisabeth B. Barker, teacher. Miss Barker was totally 
inexperienced in the management of a school and being a native of the 
district and a scholar of a few years ago, it was not surprising that she 
should find considerable difficulty in controlling some insubordinate 
spirits that are apt to develope themselves under favorable circumstan- 
ces. She was desirous to do her whole duty as a faithful teacher and 
succeeded in gaining the interest of a large number of her scholars in 
their studies, so that at the close of the school those classes made a 
very fair appearance. The school should have the credit of being or- 
derly and quiet on the day of examination. B. Frank Estey, William 
L. Gregg, George Gregg, George O. Morrison, Mary E. Greeley, 
Mary H. Randall and Mary A. Whittemore were neither absent nor 
tardy. 

The Winter term was in charge of Mr. B. E. Blanchard of Windham. 
In this short school of seven and one half weeks more substantial 
knowledge was gained by the pupils than is ordinarily gained in a third 
or fourth rate school in twice the length of time, owing, partially, at 
least, to the good fortune of having a superior teacher, quick, prompt 
and ready, possessing warmth and energy himself and the happy faculty 
of infusing it into others. Who that knows Mr. B. and the intelligent 
pupils of No. 3 (with a slight sprinkling of the cream of Hudson and 
Windham) need be told that the examination on the very coldest day 
of the Winter was a brilliant success? The large number of citizens 
who were present notwithstanding the severity of the weather will cor- 
dially testify to the fact. Among all the good classes we will only 
mention Reading, Arithmetic and Grammar as the more excellent. In 
the latter branch there are alarger number of scholars than in most 
schools intown. Emma M. Boyd, Laura Gregg, Anna M. Sculley, 
Charles A. Blood, George B. Gregg and John C. Sculley showed a clear 
record on the Register. 


District No. 4. 
Miss Mary J. Reid, teacher of both terms. The present Winter term 
is the second in succession and the fourth in all, that Miss Reid has 
taught in No. 4. It would seem that the citizens of the district have 
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held her services in no small esteem. Being a thorough disciplinarian, 

~she is popular where good order is properly appreciated. If she 
disciplines somewhat closely, it is from a firm conviction that a public 
school without order is sifply a nuisance and ought speedily to be 
abated. The school now stands among the best we have. At all the 
visits of the Committee the scholars observed the most respectful order 
and seemed bent on the one object of acquiring knowledge. Some of 
the older scholars deserve a high place in point of diligence, good 
scholarship and courteous manners. The course of instruction seemed 
to be thorough and the classes did both themselves and their teacher 
honor at both examinations. No class will suffer in comparison with 
others in town, while the few more advanced scholars still maimtain 
their rank among the very best. Clara Boyd and Albert March in 
Summer, Estella Follansbee in Winter and Charles W. Boyd in both 
terms were not absent nor tardy, 


District No, 5. - 

Summer, Miss Jennie O. Bowers, Teacher. Miss B. was said to 
have had considerable experience as a teacher, and her abilities for 
maintaining good government were certainly beyond question. A more 
orderly school than this at both visits of the Committee could hardly 
be desired. Whispering was not aliowed and but little of it was suffer- 
ed to exist. The class in the Fourth Reader was an excellent one and 
surpassed very many of that grade in town. A class in Written 
Arithmetic appeared well but were not very thorough in particulars. A 
closer application to elementary pinciples would have been an improve- 
ment. Abbie M. Kendall was neither absent nor tardy. 

The Winter term is now in session under the instruction of Miss 


Lucy Bowers. The school is one of the best we have to govern and 
the teacher found no difficulty in keeping her pupils in proper subjec- 
tion. Great care was taken to preserve order, and with the favorable 
qualities of the teacher in that respect, her efforts proved quite success- 
ful. The schocl was rather slightly examined some time before its 
close after being kept twelve weeks. A part of the scholars recited 
well and had made very fair proficiency in their studies while others 
were quite superficial, representing themselves to be for the third time 
dashing through their respective text books, unable to answer many of 
the more difficult questions or to make a correct application of the 
main’ principles therein taught. The teacher represents the school as 
being very punctual, only twelve cases of tardiness having occurred.— 
Henry Caldwell and George Wiley were neither absent nor tardy. 


District No. 6, 

Summer, Miss Lizzie D. Harvey, teacher. This District receives che 
smallest amount of money for school purposes of any in town, but there 
are few that have derived more benefit in proportion to the sum receiv- 
ed. The school has gained rapidly for a few years past, and is now, 
though one of the smallest, yet one of the best we have. The recita- 
tions appeared well at the examination, the scholars seemed well in- 
structed and well disciplined, and had made fair improvement in most 
of the branches. A class in Written Arithmetic was above the average. 
The reading was too hasty to deserve praise. The teacher remarks in 


il 


her Register that ‘ none of the scholars have whispered during the 
term with the exception of ¢wo.” 


The Winter school was in charge of Miss Georgianna M. Spalding, 
who is young in years but has a taste for teaching and is well fortified 
with confidence anda strong disposition to make her mark. With 
some additional experience and a judicious application of her best qual- 
ities she will be able to perform a large amount of labor in the school- 
room with accuracy and profit. The school throughout appeared to be 
well'governed and well instructed. The scholars demonstrated their 
respect for the teacher by their orderly deportment and close applica- 
tion to study. Frank Boyce in the summer and Rosilla Annis, Ida J. 
Mullins and Norton E. Mullins in the winter and Henry Hall in both 
terms, were neither absent nor tardy. 


District No. 7. .° 

Summer, Miss Etizabeth Morrison, teacher. Having taught the 
school successfully the Summer previous, she had the advantage of 
being*able to enter directly upon her duties without waiting to learn 
‘each scholar’s particular capacity or disposition. This, added to the 
strong attachment which had grown up between the teacher and pupils, 
tended to diminish the burden of labor resting upon her in about the 
same ratio that it increased her usefulness in the school. Her instruc- 
tion was thorough and effective. The school was never more advanced 
and it is believed has never made more improvement during a Summer 
term. The first classes in Grammar and Geography deserve especial 
notice for their marked proficiency. The care taken in writing is wor- 
thy of notice. The books were nearly all of Payson, Dunton & Scrib- 
ner’s series, neatly covered, preserved, and modestly but with no degree 
of shame, presented to the Committee at the close ofthe school. The 
average attendance was a little over four-fifths of the whole number. 
The teacher reports as neither absent nor tardy during the term, Sarah 
J. Currier, Josephine Flanders, Emma C. Poore, Anna E. Pettingill, 
Mary E. Parker, Helen Butler, James J. Butler and Frank B. Flanders. 
A list of seventeen who were not tardy is preserved with the Register. 


The Winter school was taught by Mr. Lo. P. Moore. It was not ex- 
amined at the close for the reason that the notice did not reach the 
Committee in season to do so. No report of the progress, therefore, 
can be made, but at one or two visits of the Committee, Mr. M. seemed 
desirous of maintaining proper order and of imparting correct and sys- 
tematic instruction. In regard to the propriety of the methods used 
for enforcing certain rules, the Committee is not able to decide. Every 
teacher must decide for himself in regard to his course of discipline, and 
it is the duty of all scholars to yield a hearty and cheerful obedience. 
A large portion of the scholars were most unfortunately and unwisely 
permitted to absent themselves, so that at the close the school was only 
a shadow. The Register is the blackest with absences and tardy marks 
we ever saw. ; 


District No. 8. 
Summer, Miss Hattie L. J nes, teacher. The discipline of the school 
was thorough, and by some thought to be severe. Possibly some of the 
methods of correction might be judiciously exchanged for those of a 
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different nature, but it should be remembered that in such a school 
as this itis absolutely necessary that every reasonable regulation be 
‘rigidly and resolutely enforced. 

The school bore evidence through its different stages of a 
correct system of instruction and a fixed determination on the part of 
the teacher to maintain good order at all hazards. Each scholar seemed 
in his proper place in the schoo!room and a perfect system of non-inter- 
course prevailed. No fault could be found with the merits of the dif- 
ferent recitations at the close of the school. The teacher’s peculiar 
methods of drilling the first class in Spelling was admired by all present 
and showed unmistakably its superiority over others commonly used. 
Hannah B. Morse, Celestia A. Blodgett, Mary A. Barker, Ellen L. 
Boyce, Nettie M. Boyce, Mary HE. Perkins, Elnora Chase, Clara E. 
Chase, Julia Chase, Henry 8. Morse and Charles O. Benson were 
neither absent nor tardy. The teacher remarks: ‘The absence (to 
any great extent) of whispering has contributed much to the adyance- 
ment of the scholars. Twenty-three have not whispered during the 
term.” The list is preserved in the Register. 


The Winter term was in charge of Mr. George Brickett. Everybody 
acknowledges Mr. Brickett’s qualifications to ‘‘run the machine.” In 
this school of 70 different scholars, many of them quite small and un- 
able to appreciate their scnool privileges, everything was so arranged that 
there was no friction—each wheel seemed to revolve in its proper 
place. Scholars were required to learn and understand their lessons 
and then to recite them distinctly and intelligently, and not simply to 
‘learn a little, guess a good deal and jump at conclusions,” and the 
result, as shown by a thorough examination of a whole day, was the 
conviction of every person of the numerous visitors present that with 
teachers of the first grade there is no danger of a poor school in No. 8. 
Among a multitude of classes that did themselves honor through the 
day and knew no such word as “ fail” the second class in Grammar 
should be especially mentioned as sustaining most creditably a critical 
examination by the teacher in many points on which a large share of 
those pretending to teach are quite too ignorant. Nettie M. Boyce, 
Ellen L. Boyce, Mary A. Barker, Etta Barker, Mary E. Perkins, Lucy 
W. Perkins, Eddie P. Annis, Frank J. Boyce, Charles Barker and 
Charles H. Noyes were not absent nor tardy. 


District No. 9. 


Summer, L. Jennie Hunton, teacher. Miss Hunton was persevering 
in her efforts for maintaining good order, and her very judicious re- 
quirements were in the main cheerfully complied with by the scholars. 
Whispering was discarded and banished. Her labors were most prop- 
erly directed to induce the younger pupils to become interested in the 
more minute rudiments of the text books, and she had ‘the satisfaction 
of seeing the fruits of her labors in a good degree of substantial im- 
provement. Writing had received more than its usual share of atten- 
tion. John G. Hardy was perfect in attendance. 

Winter, Fannie J. Linton, teacher. The usefulness of the Winter 
term was diminished in a considerable degree by sickness in the Dis- 
trict, causing the absence of a large share of the scholars during the 
latter part of the term. Miss Linton was deeply devoted to the inter- 
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ests of her pupils and in the face of the serious evil of irregular at- 
tendance succeeded by her persevering efforts in keeping up the in- 
terest of her few scholars in a remarkable degree. 


District No. 10, (No. 3. Derry.) 

Two terms of this school were taught by Miss Julia A. Bixby, prior 
to Dec. 5. Three scholars during each term, viz: Ellen A. Pond, in 
Summer and Isaac B McGregor in the Winter and Frank P. McGreg- 
or and Henry F. McGregor in both terms were not absent nor tardy. 
Whole number of scholars 5, in each term. No. 10 sets an example of 
regularity of attendance that other Districts may wisely follow. 


District No. 11, 

Summer, Miss Carrie W. Boles, teacher. The school is small and 
not to be reckoned among those of the first class. ‘There seems to bea 
lack of interest which has existed for years which causes the school to 
take a low place on the record of advancement. The methods of gov- — 
erning were mild perhaps to a fault, but at either visit of the Committee 
the school was not at all disorderly. The first class in Colburn’s Arith- 
metic was a good one which was the only one of more than ordinary 
character. The ages of the scholars all being below eleven accounts for 
the fact that there were only four in Geography and none in English 
Grammar. The teacher had so far interested her pupils as to be able 
to record a large average attendance—14 out of the whole number of 
15, and much credit is due to the scholars that 6 of the 15 were neither 
absent nor tardy. The following are the six: Susie F. Annis, Effie M. 
Annis, Sarah J. Kimball, Cora E. Slate, Mary E. Watts and Charles G. 
Kimball. 

The Winter term was taught by Mr. George W. Dickey. The teach- 
er was faithful in the application of his skill towards imparting instruc- 
tion and promoting good order, and having taught the same school the 
previous Winter was well prepared to make use of the few weeks allot- 
ted to him to the best advantage. The scholars could not be expected 
to go very far in the text books in six and one-half weeks, but what 
was gone over was very thoroughly learned. A class of the less ad- 
vanced in Oral Arithmetic had made surprising progress in adding 
numbers on the blackboard in connection with their usual recitations, 
and those in the Introductory Geography were thorough and prompt in 
their answers as faras they had gone. Susan F. Annis and Effie M. 
Annis were neither absent nor tardy. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 


Your Committee is gratified to report the general condition of the 
schools as rather improving than otherwise. Although certain schools 
do not take quite as high a rank as in years past from the fact that a 
greater or Jess number of the older and more advanced scholars have 
arrived at the age when it is usual to retire from the common school 
and seek a more advanced education in other institutions of learning, 
yet it is believed that in the few years’ experience of your Committee, 
the schools, as a whole, have never stood higher nor been conducted 
with more substantial profit than for the year past. 

Almost universally the attention of the teachers has been given to 
those branches most proper to be taught in the Common School. The 
cases have been very rare where the influence of the teacher has tend- 
ed to crush out any of those elementary branches that go to form the 
basis of a common education, to make room for a greater display on 
other studies valuable in themselves but which are not only out of 
place but most certainly ruinous in the only institution where the rudi- 
ments of a common education can be taught. 

While it is believed that in all branches the schools rank quite as 
well as formerly, there has seldom, if ever, been a time when as good 
classes could be exhibited in English Grammar, Spelling, and Geogra- 
phy as during the past year. In these branches, more especially in the 
large schools, rapid improvement has been made. And why? Mainly 
because teachers have for the most part seemed to realize that their 
labor was to be performed in a Common District School and not in a 
Select School, High School or Academy, and consequently have con-° 
fined their labor within reasonable limits, avoiding those evils that too 
often creep in in the shape of huge text books on Chemistry, Algebra 
and Philosophy. They have seemed to understand that if an undue 
number of these are suffered to come in, they engage a large share of 
their attention, make their duties in the more common branches dull 
and formal, and eat out the real vital life of the school. There may be 
some difference of opinion on this point but I am confident that the 
present condition of several of our schools «s compared with the past 
is sufficient demonstration of the wisdom of such a course. 


It gives the Committee great pleasure to speak highly of the orderly 
deportment of the scholars in a large majority of the schools, both 
Summer and Winter, not only in regard to their general habits of 
decorum and respect shown the teacher, but the absence of all inter- 
course between pupils while in the schoolroom and during school 
hours. It it safe to say that inabout one half of all the schools in 
town not a whisper has been discovered by the committee at either 
visit. It is needless, perhaps, to say that such schools are among the 
very best, and will continue to be so as long as such a pernicious habit 
is prohibited. Whispering has always been considered an evil of great 
magnitude. From time immemorial it has been talked about as a 
nuisance by committees, parents and teachers, and always dreaded by 
the latter, as the most stubborn of all evils to contend against and 
exterminate. But few teaehers have grappled with it in earnest, de- 
termined to rid the school completely of its destructive influences. It 
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was formerly thought to be one of those evils that must be partially 
suffered to exist, upon the principle that ‘‘ what can’t be cured must be 
endured.’? Teachers always nominally disallowed it and at the same 
time utterly failed to abolish it. If a determined teacher made any 
serious effoits to clear it out, “root and branch,” he would scarcely be 
sustained by public opinion. To overcome the loquacity of boys and 
girls to such a degree as to quiet the “ unruly member ” for the space 
of an hour and a half was thought to be too much to require of human 
nature. But the day of such temporizing, we trust, has nearly gone 
by. Several of our recent teachers would no more allow unlicensed 
whispering in the schoolroom, than the firing of cannon or the beat of 
the drum. Need it be said that such teachers acquired the respect and 
confidence of all under their care, as well as of the parents of the dis- 
trict, for their capacity and will to accomplish what it was their known 
duty to undertake? This class of teachers, in the opinion of the Com- 
mittee, was never so numerous in our schools as during’ the year now 
closing; and if they shall go on increasing for a few years to come as 
in the year or two past, with the sustaining influences of the com- 
munity, our schools may become models, at least of.good order, with- 
out which every school is more or less a failure. But while we are 
grateful to acknowledge that our schools are improving in these re- 
spects, let us inquire if there are not some defects that nf€y be remedied 
either by parents, or teachers, or both. Who can account for the mul- 
titudes of tardy marks and absences that so disfigure the Register P— 
Who is responsible for the grief of teachers and the incalculable amount 
of injury done to the children of the district by a class of scholars who 
are habitually absent from school two or more days in a week, and 
seldom entering the schoolroom for an hour after the proper time in the 
morning? Do those parents who are disposed to educate their own 
children to habits of punctuality in business and promptness in per- 
forming every duty and fulfilling every agreement in after life, and 
who for these and other ends and purposes make the little effort that is 
required to send them to school with the strictest regularity, realize, 
that those efforts may be in a great measure neutralized and their good 
purposes thwarted by their nearest neighbor who allows his children to 
enter the schoolroom at any hour of the day and takes no more interest 
in their educational progress, or their habits and manners than he dogs 
in a flock of sheep in a distant part of the town? Such is the fact, 
unwelcome as it may be. One, or two, or ten scholars who are habit- 
ually tardy, and have no scruples in regard to it, will invariably cause 
others to become indifferent and careless, and the same number un- 
necessarily absent from day to day lose the connection of their regular 
lessons, retarding and injuring most decidedly the classes to which they 
belong. All good citizens may well inquire, by what right their 
neighbors may be allowed so to retard the progress and demoralize the 
habits of their children. 

There are a few valuable conveniences of which some of our schools 
stand greatly in need. One half of the schoolrooms are without Out- 
line Maps or Mural Maps of any kind. They are so common at this 
day that many teachers are puzzled to get along without them. One 
schoolroom has no blackboard. It is simply idle to try to do without 
an appendage at once so cheap and so useful. 
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No school in town is furnished with an Unabridged Dictionary of 
any kind. Of their worth we will not stop to argue. All intelligent 
men know something of their value. Schools of otler towns have them, 
why may not we P 

But worst of all, we occasionally find a schoolroom that has the ap- 
pearance of being without a broom. If we cannot afford to our youth 
the luxury of an attractive room, by all means give them the proper fa- 
cilities for keeping it clean. 

If we would be wise for ourselves and wise for future generations we 
must consider no sacrifice too great for the upbuilding, nourishing and 
perpetuating of that institution upon which hang the vital interests of 
a free people. 

If we would fortify ourselves and posterity impregnably against the 
assaults of ignorance and vice, falsehood and error, disloyalty, anarchy 
and treason, we must foster the spirit of our fathers in nurturing the 
same institutions that they so wisely established as the basis upon which, 
in connection with the Christian Church, they sought to rear the fabric 
of a noble government and a nation unpolluted with despotism, adorn- 
ed with intelligence and morality, and consecrated to the Christian 
religion. 


JOHN DICKEY, 
Superintending School Committee. 


Londonderry, March, 1863. 
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